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Art with Heart would like to start our 2010 Newsletter with a special
Thank You page because, without you, Art with Heart and the many good
things we have the honor to do would not exist. It is because of your
contributions of time, space, energy, direction, presence, support
and sometimes even money that we are as successful as we are.

First, our many thanks to Mark Lafontaine for sharing his time,
friendship and space with us. Our classes have become exactly what
we've dreamed about because of you. The Gallery is inspiring and
beautiful, the perfect place to create and we've had the pleasure to
watch you raise the bar for artwork and galleries across the coast.
It's been a joy to see a new, expansive and inclusive approach unfold
in our area. For this, we are so very grateful. We're also grateful
to you for having brought a great friend and member, Al Harrist,

into our company.

Second, we extend our appreciation to Northrop Grumman for their
generous contribution of $1,000 in these tough economic times.

We desperately needed it for supplies and transportation and this
will help keep us afloat and much more.

We also want to thank the highly gifted and untapped talent pool who
contributed time and music to October's Art Rocks Festival and CD:
Brian Goff, Hebert-Beugez, Jason Milliken, Marcus (S5.0.J.) Johnson,
Renee, Terri -n- Jay, The Social Mosaic, and Trey Owens.

Everyone needs to hear you.

Last and certainly not least are our friends, advisors, students,
companions, members and volunteers. The diversity of this group is so
very much something to be proud of because this is the epitome of
what Art with Heart is supposed to be. Many of you helped by allowing
us the time and space to experience the wonder of practicing underx
your direction. Without your permission, these amazing experiences
wouldn't exist so, again, thank you from the tops and bottoms of our
hearts.

sassssanaes
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WOW! Its been COLD! How much ice have you had in your birdfeeders?
Isn't this weather great for staying indoors and doing plenty of art?

Art with Heart 2010 was an interesting year for changes in our wonder-
ful little organization. One of the most obvious is that the president,
Linda Hill, has taken a break at the end of the 2010 year. Many of our
classes and projects have been postponed until further notice.

This is the first break we've had in three years and with

good reason: she and Stephen are expecting their first child.

The break has been highlighted with "nesting", getting a nursery
ready, paintings painted, organizing the house AND the organization
to make getting back to work as new parents in 2011 a little easier.

2011 should start out with even more newness, in addition to a

baby boy being born at the end of April or beginning of May.

The first of Art with Heart's changes is one of two new sections:

a new Music direction, headed up by Levi Johnson, an impressive
guitarist and part of the duo who makes concept music, named

*The Social Mosaic". Sherry Peckens is the dynamic flute player

in the pair. The purpose of this is to support/promote our amazing
local talent and raise money for would-be musicians who can't afford
instruments.

The other section is outreach towards our coastal veterans, ran by
James Ball, a veteran and wonderful nature artist.The goal of the
Veterans' Outreach is to offer new expressive, educational and
therapeutic outlets for their skills and abilities. The dream is for
Art with Heart to dive into the gifts these amazing people have

and put on shows for our veterans, both educational and recreational.

Our 2010 changes include one of the most notable and important:
We have been sponsored by Mark Lafontaine, the owner of The Gallery
at 700 Washington Ave., Ocean Springs. It has been one of the most

N gy conducive environments for creativity,

s {27, T

5&?@1 L% S ¢t exploration and education that we have had
S R .~ the pleasure to visit. And we not only get
| %5 . e :

4 to visit, we are teaching there!

Children's classes will continue to be
postponed, but adult classes will resume
normal schedule Tuesday, January 11, 2011.

. 3 (The president has to conserve energy these days.)
e o A full 2011 schedule is on our last newsletter
L w’% sheet.
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The 2010 year started out BUSY
with Monday Adult Classes at

the Riverfront Community Center,
Moss Point, Children's classes
on Tuesday, expressive therapy
at Martin Bluff Elementary,
United Cerebral Palsy of Mobile,
Gulfport Memorial Hospital and
both Individual and Group express-
ion therapies at Steven's Center
in Pascagoula.

We were hoping to begin a weekly
senior workshop at Singing River
Rehab and Nursing Center and a
monthly workshop for our friends
at the Muscular Distrophy Assoc-
iation in Gulfport, but our sched
ule-instructor ratio just could
not bare the weight. But, this
upcoming year, we might be able
to swing it!

During the beginning of the year,

our weekend events were equally

as wonderful and hectic: January Kids' Day at Edgewater Mall, Feb-
ruary Disability Connection's Run/Walk/Roll on Arbor Day, March's
Kids' Day, Art in the Pass, MayFest, and the Bully Awareness Event

at The Finest Grind in Ocean Springs. Unfortunately, we had to cancel
a few things this past year, such as Mayfest (the weather hit us with
a vengeance), one of Edgewater Mall's Kids' Day due to members’

and volunteers' schedules. We also weren't able to participate in
Zonta, one of our most enjoyed events, because pregnancy is more
energy draining than the flu sometimes (but so much more enjoyable).
We're hoping to get everything set up again for 2011.

In the summer of 2010, we started our adults and kids classes at our
new home, The Gallery. What incredible fun we had! Mark Lafontaine

and Al Harrist (wonderful gallery curator) put on their very first
"After Dark" honoring us with great food, new friends and fantastic
music, all to introduce Art with Heart to the City of Ocean Springs.

We were overwhelmed with gratitude and the event inspired some
paintings, too. Speaking of which, this is one of the best places to
sell artwork because mine are going fast! Get your space while you can.
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This year, we saw inspiring exhibits at Negrotto's Gallery.
Romy Simpson puts on a great show, as always. One of the most
inspiring was The Vietnam Exhibit featuring two veterans whose artwork
spoke of the trials and tribulations of memories and also positive
coping skills that art brings. This solidified our dream of
incorporating a veterans' section of Art with Heart, and we're glad
to have James Ball come aboard to
spearhead this project.

The fall of 2010 saw us grow into
other, integrative approaches to
both art, project ideals and fund-
raising efforts with our first ever
"Art Rocks" music festival and fund-
raiser. Although my energy fell prey
to hormone fluctuations, we had a
blast and the music was SPECTACULAR.
We raised several hundred dollars

to help provide music instruments

to those gifted folks who can't
afford them in today's oddball economy.

Levi Johnson was amazing in this ven-
ture, so much so that the more we
talked, the more impressed with his
vision I became. We need visionaries
like Levi, so I asked him to become a
member.

Please see www.art-with-heart.org to check out the info page about
"Art Rocks". We have CDs for sale and also examples of the con-
tributing musicians. Its a must hear.

Disability Connection's Art Ability Fair on September 30 was another
highly successful project in which we got to partner. Alongside The
Ohr-0'Keefe Museum of Art, Lynn Meadow's Discovery Center, Creativity
for a Cure, O'Keefe Studio, Walter Anderson museum of Art and the
Department of Rehabilitation, we got to play with art with 200 of our
new friends who came to visit. Our projects were facepainting headed
up by Gabe McReary, Bryson Brown and Essie Chestang, photography
lessons and pictures by Steve Hill and my table with awesome volun-
teers who helped participants with an oil pastel and tempera resist-
which came out awesome due to the talent we met. We thank Janie 0'Keefe
for her time and our volunteers for the event because, without you,
the rest of us would have collapsed!






